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REVEREND FATHER 
IN GOD, 


.\1O HN. 


LORD:BISHOP OF 
(, XFORD, my much 
- Honour'd Dioceſ, __ 
V5 Lord,. 
Pa 0a? Am as full of hope: 
he MG as deſire that your 
EG AX Gentleneſſe will helpe 
Fo NL Z into the light . this 
9 GP baſhfull Piece of my 
Cons For having longlv'd in 
the Sun-ſhine of your Favour,it may 
A}. well 
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well be expected that ſomewhat of i 
mine ſhoul#$bee, colour'd with the AF 
beames, lhe Argument- being the 
wiſe mens.d&votion claimes a pecul- 
ar Intereſt1n-your religious protecti- 
on,lince'ns dempuftratively evident 
that thet xample of their prety hath 
made a conf{picuous. reflettion oa 
your prafliſe, which ſpares no Coff 
that God may be jery'd ke Himſelfe. 

We have ſeene their well-gr-und- 
ed faith, which S. Peter calls Luci- 
ferum m cordibut, appeare 1n the 
franke, and free Largeſle of your 
Love to Chriſt. The ſacriledge of 
former times purloyn'd the boly 
treaſures, challengdthe ſer d manft-. 
ons of your Sea for their owne by 
Law, asif they mean'd uld 


% 
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em. 
. To remoye«:his ſcandall:yout 
Exemplary mumficenceayded by S9- 
veraigne Power hath given out of 
yourCofers to che Church, what'd» 
thers' have taken- away frem the 
Church toftore ther (ofers; Sothat 
 through'your Lord-thips 'bount 

We may now againe ſay here Rands 
the Lords Oratory, and This ts: the - 
Biſhops Palace: Heretofore" the" E: —B 
vangelicall Altar was placd fo imcon. | 
eruouſly throughout thewholeDi4- 
ceſic that a Proſelyte mighteaſily mi- 
Rakeit fora ſecular Table,or common 
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Bubrd:nowat bachthatexa@tpd/al. Þ 
on, Which 1sconſqaanttothe Mx 7 
mitive' Tunes; To prevent a prom 
cuoarimplopment ofour Carhedrall 
Utenfills \ your pious: Leale hath 
ftamptGods eAMarke upon. them, 
Wherebynone may dare toalter the 
propriety, aor pollutethem with pro- 
{angu(es: And thus you.bave wal- 
Wd in the /eppes of wiſe men bochin =} 
the Subſtance, and circwnſtance, 
whuchi rpakes me canfident; that this | 
«N@rrationof the wiſe mens diligent 
enquiring,anddevout Worſhipping 
our Sawiour will inda\gracious ac- 
ceptance,being humbly prelented to 
your Fatherly indulgence by 


=o CORES 7 Lordſbips obliged to ſerve 


904 in all Canonicall obedience. 


Ricuaryd GarRDyYNBR, 


SzXT -Q.V.«% 
Of che Goſpell by S* Mathew. 


Wherets hethat is borne King of the Tews? 
For we have ſeene his ſlarre inthe Baſt, 
' and are come to worſhip him. 


7 Have herctofore re- 
related the lournall,& 
Geſtes of "the Pro- 
Wi grefſe,vvhich theMa- 
Well gi made to Ternſalem, 
A . , 
taking my Riſe at the 
5 eff firſt verſe , as ar the 
firſt Fageof their fer- 
ting forth. Now'quite to leavethem there, 
and upon no opportunity to refle& on the 
Mxive, and End of their Journey ; 'whar 
B wicre 
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Ofthe Goſpell by S Mathew. 


Where ts hethat is borne King of the Tews? 
For we have ſeene his flarre'inthe Eaſt, 
and are come 1oworſhip him. 
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al Have heretofore te- 


Ry | NEE. relatedthe fournall,&: 


NY F % vl Geſtes of- the Pro-« 
PRES" greſſe which the Ma: 
nn FY ball gt made to Ternyſalem, 
> in @ 07D! taking my Riſe at the 
Ce =arbey firſt verſe , 2s ar the 
92,02: firſt Fage of heir fet= 

ting forth. Now:quiteto leavethem there, 
and upon no opportunity to refle&-o11 the 
Motive, and End of their Journey. ; whit 
B vicre 
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were it but with the Foxe in the Fable to 
lick the owfide of the Glafle, and notto taſt 
the ſweetes that are within it, or in the 
words of Nazjanzen Sm' mh; oxias mandy i 
<1\eiarre,to commenda goodly Statue fro 
the ſhadowit caſts,and to paſle by m u&%, 
x, rcwriesthole perfeftions, which de- 
ſerve our chiefe commendations. The 
Tueſday Courie then being almoſt conti- 
guous totheir Solewne Feſtivall ſcalonably 
reverted me to- a ſurvay of this ſecond 
verſe, {ince therein we may diſcover the 
maine drift of their travell,& expence. Our 
Diale& renders them Wiſe men, and'fignitt- 
cantly roo : For attheir firſt arrivall they 
did not weare away the Spanne of their 
time.in delcryiugthe Gaudesand Gories of 


the Cittyyincrifliag about impertinent, & 


frivolous. Queſtiqns,but ike Wife mes in- 


deedrhey, onovaich you oand a religiout 
demand, laying, Whereis He. which ts borne 


King of tha Iews: And yet Lfearethe world- 
ly wiſe willtake them for none of the wis 
(cſt in regard of, that forme of Jutergatory. 

| The 
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The method of humane Policy preſcribes 
Travellers to ſet a watch before | their 
mouthes, to bee thrifty of their language 
when they converſe with forreine Nati- 
ons, becauſe a mzppmoe, or freedome of 
ſpeech in ſuch b-trayes levity, and hazards 
ſafety. Theſe then may ſeeme to be nick- 
vaw'd Wiſemenzonely in an Jrony for who 
would not efteeme ir rather an infolent 


preſumption then well weigh'd diſcretion to - 


diſpute the Rights., and Proprieties of 2 
Crowne; to raiſe a bruit of a Naturall Kin 

newly borne when anotheris cleted, and 
eftabliſhed in the Throne? Such an affront as 
this is able ro ſtrike fire out of thedulleſt 


Prince,much more out of Herod, who as 


he was a Foxe in {ubtlety , ſohe ſhew'd 
himſfelfe a Lion in Cruelty. For when their 
Errand was preſented to his Eares his enra- 
ged jealouſic burnd {o fiercely that it ſuck'd 
up the bloud of all the Male Infants wirh- 
in the Caaſts of Beth/z.And had nortan hea- 
venly infpiration diverted theſe ' Nancios 
fromthe intended way of their Returne, 

B 2 their 
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'4). 
theirbloudalſo ſhould have rann'damony 
the Ingredients,and made. up the doſe to al- 
lay his fury. 


But the Babe-ſlayer needed not thus to- 
raves Chriſt's ſulception of our Nature was 
no way ominow to his uſurped Title. Hee 
came,ſaith'S. Mathew, to miniſter, and not to 
be miniſtr dunte. Tis true, He was a Kung, 

Pilate an; Infidell ro the preindice of Ceſar, 

his Emperour,& with hazard of his owne 

life ſtil'd him ſo at his deathaas thole ſtran- 

gers didat his B#th. Yea himlelte conteſs'd 

it>Mark 14:& his Father confirm'd it. Pl.2, 

At Rexfuit inScul1 , non de ſeculs: yet he 

was no Temporary Monarch of this Earth, 

but the King Eternal who bathall power is 
heaven,and in Earths and fa he was not to 

ſucceed any,nor.any other him. Indeed his 

Royall Delcent;& proximity of ſucceſsion 

tothe Crown might have claim'd the Throne 

"5 PO ratyOf his Father David ,the externall Monar- 
oo ugC2Y Of all Tepry-For both by Toſepb his Le- 
et wineiſes. gall Fatherzand Maryhis Natural Mother, 
himſclfe was the. onely immediate , next 
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Heireto Abind,8 Rbeſa formes of Zerubba. 
bel, in whoſe Line the Crowne. by Rigbr, 
{hould have been inveſted after Jechoniah. 


But he would not hold by that tenure: if 
he had, his Birth ſhould not have bin ſo 
vile, and contemptible, nor his life lotoile- 
ſome, and miſerable. He would nor have 
begunne his State in a Manger, nor ſhould 
a Crateh-have been his (radle, and brutiſh 
attendants his neereſt (/ourtiers. A (can- 
dall ſo greatin the: faſtuow conceit of the - 
Prieſts, and Scribes, thar they would not 
be brought to-acknowledge him to be the 
Meſiias, to whom they were todoe. their 
homage , and ſweare. allegeance, although 
their forefather Taceb directly left it in his 
Teſtament; that when <hiloþ came, all che 
ſhew, and outward pompe of the earthly 
Scepter ſhould depart from Iudah, and Z4- 
chary in expreſle tearmes proclaimed irto 
Jeruſalem , ©Bebo!d thy King cometh to thee 
poore and lowly. For the: Fewes, who have 
been more diligent inthe cuSody and por- 


tage of the old Teſtament, then in the true 
By E-x- 
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Expoſition of it, werenotableto diſcerne 
chrough ſo thick a vail- as lay over their 
eyes,plaine Prophepes from ob{cure Xvig- 
maes, & therefore being delirous to brave 
itinthe fleſh, phantaſticaly ſuppoled that 
Hewho was to be borne King in their 
Quarters ſhould trample on the necks, and 
Crownes of Princes, loolen the chaines 
wherewith they were manacÞPd by the 
Romanes, and make them all great, and 
powerfull Potentates. 

Butthe Lord raignes, be the Earth never ſo 
impatient: Non brachio ſ«culari, not by out- 
ward force overour goods and bodies, io 
terreſtriall Rulers exerciſe dominion. The 
weapons of his Kingdome, are of an hea- 
venly nature, his two edged {word cutts be- 
yond the marrow, pierceth the deepelt [e- 
crets, and retir d cogitations of the inward 
Cabinet. The moſt obdurate ſinner that ſets 
up cavills, and raiſeth as ic were bull- 
warks againſt the Lord, and his Anointed, 
feeles at one time orother, the power of 
his Spirit, ready to beat downe thole ſtrong 

holds 
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holds of ſinfull imaginations: So thar the 
breaſt of every carnall man hath that, 
which will ſpeak for ſubje&tion to Chrifts 
dominion. I will not wander beyond the 
pale of the Church, nor touch thoſe bad 
humers inthe myſtical Body, which wanr 
nerves, and fnewes of faith to unite them 
ro the Head. Our Saviour'sentire Regiment 
is among his true members, who receive 
ſenſes motions and quiekning ſpirits our of 
his Falneſe. The Aﬀfemblies of the Faith- 
full are his immediat ſubjects, with whom 
his Werd goes for-a Law, and the gnidance 
of his Spirits for the/way of his Sceprer. In 
them he Loydes' itas a King in his King- 
dome, when their underſtandings deſire 
to know nothing bur him, and what may 
Rand with hismrarth, when their wills, and 
affections reſrgne, and yeeld np all in obe- 


dience, andconformityto his will. He ma- 


nifeſtsthemight of 'his' Supremacy in their 
reſcue from thethiraldome of finne, theſor- 
cery ofthefleſh, 2nd from the vizour of che 
Curſe, Andthat the workd nay know he 
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7 ,a/ mp the grel Monarch of the uni- 
verſes King of Kings>and raigning OVET all 
he makes all things ſervice- 
mitring 


able ro their good. Sometimes Pe 
on high, char 


Perſecutors, caulingt 
become Þ15 Peoples hum 


ided by the 


their (Coa8ts. They Wer 

and'tis rhe Prerogative of t 

ren, to have 2 More honourable mention 
4 ace Aliens. Vers 2 | 


tection Was not 
that he wholy put 

proteEtion- The Pale of Pale ftine was £00 
| for his bounds: His 


2:09) 
the Sunne darts his beames: the Heathen 
weregiven as his Inhericance,and the ends 
oftheEarthfor his Poſleſsion. The pro- 
mile of the ſeed of the woman which 
ſhould break the Serpent's head, was made 
to Adamin Paradiſe as he repreſented the 
whole Poſterity of Man-kinde, and fo no 
Nation , "no. Condition can thut-out a good 
heart from God. Why was: the Stranger 
which ſojourn'd among the Hebrewes ca- 
pable of Circumciſion; chepledge and /eale 
of God's favour ,but to {ignite char. ſaving 
health was to be deriv'd from their Tribes 
ro all the Kinreds of the Earth. Neither is 
it without amyſtery that-in, old Simeon's 
Anthemthelight of the Gentiles is placed 


beforethe glory. of Hracll. Tertwlianis fo Tertul.lib 


farre from giving preeminence to the Jews 
that he proves-it was prefigur d by theBirth - 
of E/awand Tacob,that the-elder people of 
the Jewes ſhould ſerve the younger of the 
Gemiles, Others will, have theit: rejection 
0 be ſhadowed forthin-Geatons dry fleects 
and the yocation of the Gentiles in the wet 
| EE a 


adv.Iludz, 


(10) 
floore. So that the Jewes were no more to 
be compar'd tothe encreaſe of the Genills, 
then the litle peece of Wool! to the whole 
Floore. Indeed the Jewes may truly beſaid 
to be like Gedeon's fleece; for as it was wa- 
ter d with the raine of heaven whenall the 
Land elſe was dry , ſo God did ler fall the 
dewof his mercies on their terr#oriesvwhen 
he left all her places barren, and dryed up 
through wantof the influence of his graces. 
But after their rebellion they - became like 
Gedeon's fleecewhich afterwards was on- 
ly dry,when there was dewon all the Earth 
beſides. They were atfrſtro God as Rew- 
bento Tacob,rhe _— »and glory of / his 
age: butby ingrartude with Reuben. the, 
loſttheir dignitie, and with &ax their birth- 
$. Ambroſ. right. Nam quomodo dicent Pater cm verum 
_ Ep-73--9- Dei Filium wegant per quem adoptio acquiri- 
tur? For with what comfort can they call 
God Father, who beleeve nat in his anely 
Sonne-without whom they cannot bee a- 
dopted' his children ?' * Quomod9 Feſt amen- 
tr 149 (1p4nt,q 4 mortors T. mr = 
; What 
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What right can they have in the Covenant, 
who undervalue the death of the Teſtator 
by which tis ratified ? Quomod9 hbertatens 
ulurpant,qui negant ſangumem , quoredemptt 
ſunt ? How canthey challenge the glorious 
liberty of the choſen, when they trample 
under their feetthe blowd of their Redemp- 
tion? Invainedoethey boaſt they are de- 
icended from Abraham, fince he is nota 
Jew who is one outward in the fleſh; bat #n- 
ward inthe Spirit. 'The Commonwealth 
of Iſraelis as well Myſticall, as Literaf!, and 
they are right heires to Chriſt's Kingdome, 
whoreverence himas their Lord, & King. 
Sothatwee are the ſeed of Iſrael, having 
prevailed to be adopted God's _— For 
whereſoever true belcevers keep their 72fi- 
dence,there the Land becomes 1/+ael,& the 


( hwrch Sion. Quouſg, ergo Tude durifſime ? $,Maxim, 


How long therefore 6thou carnall , ſtiffe- 
neck'd Tew,wiltthon top thy Eares againſt 
the Difates of the Patrinrk®s; and Tefti- 
monies of the Prophets? What adeadly ob- 
ſtinacy hath poſletsdrhy hearrabove all 0- 
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( 12: ) 5 
thers ? Thouccanſt not be perſwaded to thy 
ſalvation by the rongwes of Angels,& yetthe 
Wiſemen were confirm'd , and brought to 
thy Chriſt by the fight of one ſtarre,which is 
the motive of their Journey , Vidimus Sellam 
Eju. Where is Hethat is borne King of che. 
Jewes? for we have [cen h1sStarre. 


Tullywas of opinionthatthe world was 
fram'd inſuch an order at the firlt begin- 
ningut certis rebu quedam figna pracurre- 
rent chatcertain ſignes,or tokens ſhould al. 
waies runne beforecertaine effects to give 
a glimpſe,or light of their approaching.Bur 
this rule cannot be extended unto all;for as 
itis falſe Logickto maintain an argument 
affirmatively from the part to thewbole, fo 
were it likewile a grofle Errowr-in Diveni- 
ty topreſleGod, as it were perforce ; to.re- 
veale his pleaſure touching future. events 

becauſe hehathgiven warning by exprefſe 
ſignes of ſameparticulars; Yet thefruitleſſe 
Plodders,and Prolers in Nativities thought 
no. matter. of. importance could- fall out, 
RY without 
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(13)\ 
without the ſame were fi gnified. before 
hand by the Starres. (Cardan was lo ſaw- 
cy as to-erefÞ a Figure of our Saviour's Enle of 
Birth: Chri$ ith he was borne Prim fa- Xo it 
cie virgints aſcendente , the firltface of the © 9p. 
Virgin aſcending, whoſe proper image iS tro. 
a Uirgin nouriſhing a Child, and thereup- 
on, grounds an aſſurance. thatthe: Starres, 
and Players wrought in his Nativity. (ye- Tel. c 
do_ hoc tomine Chriſtum {bj obligaverunt. F pn 
think as Tertulian {peaks ſcoffingly, ſuch 
Figure-fliggers as: theſe, -bound Chriſt to 
their profeſiop, by this courteſy of making 
the ftazxres to keep an Audit. of his.com- 
ming.:Burtis|both'impious, and ridicu- 
lous to ſuppoſe the influence of the Planets 
doe inſpire, and force effects, which are 
ordained by God. The Father is 5 round. wich 
them, Now eſt reguum celorum ſperare, cujus Teul. ut ſuf 
radi, aut digituabmitur'celo. He.cannot © 
hope forthe Kingdome: of Heaven; who 
thus abuſeth heaven either with his finger, 
or. his Compaſſ.” Theſe execrable jllufons 
24s propemadim' dei. majeſtaten pulſant, 

ob Cs doe- 
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Chryſol. 


doe almoſt ſtrike at the Almighties loye- 
raigne Majeſty. and make it as it were a 
yaſſall rs the works of his ovwne hands. 
There is no doubr but the very minute 
wherein all the miracles, and mercies 
ſhould be wrought by Chrift was $x'd in 
the Divine providence before the world 
was made. The fulneſle of time in which 
God ſent his ſonne was no orher time then 
that which his Prophets, and nor the Ho- 
roſcope foretold. Uidimus ſtellam cju (as tis 
in the Text) (i.) #19, q#i habet Felam, non 
habetuy a ſtella: Cujus ortums tenebat Autor, 
non que ortum tencbat Autos.” Wee have 
ſeen bs: ftarre (i) we have ſeen him, who 
govern'dthe ſtarre, and not the ſtarre' him. 
Very well doe they call it his ſtarre, becauſe 
although all che ftarres being created by 
him are his, yetthis was Chriff's-more pe- 
euliarly. The reſt of the ſtarres were made 
chat they might diſtinguiſh the times, and 
ſeaſons this'was commanded to appeare 
char it mighr declare 'the ' Lord of the 
world, andthertime of his heavenly, King- 


dome 


(15 I 
dome was at hand. Stella erat non legifera, 
ſed fignifera, non apparit cali climaxe, ſed 
virtutenaſtentis. | ChrifÞ's "nativity. depen- 
ded notupon the ſaree, bur'itheftarre/on 
his Nativity , in __ whereof it was 

—_ created. 


Chryſol, 


— — 
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1 t aa chis Gove «-couhſte: a. 
ny of choſe glorious lights either fix-d-or 
planetary, which in the creation: were 
made for the ornament of heaven,, and to 
enlighten” ſublunary creatures. | Betywixt 
them and this there are many differences, 
both in reſpect of its motion, ſplendor, fitua- | 
ton, and che manecr of appearing.” All O- 
her arres move ad motun primi- mobilis, | 
| - circularly, fromthe Eaſt towards the Weſt, 
_ whereasthis ffarreproceeded ina ftraighe | 
line from the Ex/i-rowards the South. O- f 
the ſtares. appeare not inthe day!vime, 2 : 
their light is obſcurd by the fight of the | 
Sunze: this ftarre appeard, and drretadche 
Wife-mew at high noone. \Other'ftarros are 


pr inthe heayels this Was: not/inivhe 
I  \s. bY - firma- 
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Starre outof Tacob, and together with it a 

Scepter to [ſrael,, as tis recorded in the 
Book of Numbers. This they learn'd , and 
this ranne intheir mindes ,this they made 
uſeof, and. ſo comparing the Prophectes 
with the Event , they fell upon the righe 
that this ſtarre did portend mayo?vyc; >the 
ſcepterd King was borneto the Lewes. 


] will notafhirme,as ſome doe, that the yia. mat 
holy Spirit himſclfe afſum'd the figure, and Jonar. ſu- 
forme of this ſtare, ' but ] may lafely ſay £7 


that by vertue of his ſpirit, whoisrhe Mor- 
ning Starre of the ' Ea, which guides Jr- 
furuw,and his Sopnes,as Fob ſpeakes, they 
attain'd the knowledge how this ſtarre did 
fore-tellthe birth of the Meffiah , which 
ſhould /mitethe corners of Moab, and deStroy 
all the children of Seth. The Eternall word, 
Go; wiza,thatlight of 2ruth did illuminate 
their ſoules to underſtand what ©Balams 
their Countreyman had divulged?The Rtarre 
was a ſpark of Chriſt's owne kindling, A 
torch which himſelfe Jighted ro direRthele 
1; D Wiſemens 


(18), 


D.Leo.. 


Wiſemens footſteps. For they {aynor wee 
have ſeena new ftarre in theayre, ſtrange, 
and miraculous , but they adde the particle 
7 a<veathe ſtarre, thereby intumating they 
had ſeene a ftarre expefed, and formerly 
reveal'd. Dedit aſpiczentibu intellefrum » qui 
preſlitit fgnum. Certainly , ſaith Leo the 
great,he,whichguided their Eye outward- 


ly inſpird their hears inwardly. 


And here from:bringing:the:Magi ro a 
new Sunne on Earth by a nevw!ſtarre inbea- 
ven we may.gbſerve how {weetly., and fa- 
vourably.che: Lord dealds 3ri cthurhee wins 
men by rhott meanes, which ave /uteable, 
and correſpondent: to-.theis. diſpoſitions. 
Theſe Aſtrologers were Rudiaus, and dili- 
gent to. fecke: after. God in his-celeflial 
works,& therefore he reacheth. them ous 
of their ownbook;a ftarre ftromheaven ſhall 
lead themtoche placewherc &vineknows 
ledge tsto behad, Gid.is never deficient-:ro 
him that is not ſo6.to bewſelfe, Indeed our 
inbred corruption infe@ts whatioever is 
AW 52 infus'd 
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infusd into us, and ſo no goodneſle 1n us 
of irſelfe is a fit: mover of the good graces 
| of God,yet his voluntary favour 3 his frank, 


and beginningsof light, which himlſelfe 
hatch ſer wp in our ſoules , and though it 


| but doc our beſt ra cleare that obſcure, faint 
light, he will make us capable of agreater 
light. The weake , paxen wings of nature 
arc notſtfficient to raiſe us to:our axuy of 
crernall happinefle,yet ifher faculties, by 
- grace enabled , be well bubandeds rightly 
| managed:they will not hinderanaſcending 
a degree,or two towards it. They cannot 
ſaveusxchey may ſome way profit us,if wee 
doe not fit downe in the beginnings of 
knowkdpe;bur with a willing minde goe 
onsand travell for more. X 35 


] ſuppoſenone will conceave the liberall 
intentions,6 bountifull ations ot Moral 
boneft metitrobeeviillformally ,' inthevery 
Eſſencechoughthey are fo,being taken-cir- 
LO” * D2 cunſtantially 


| & free affection regards the {mall parkes, 
| 


burnes dimme, yetib we leticnotgocout, 


_ 


cumſtanially, in reſpe& they ayme nor at 

the right end,ChriſPs glory, which makes 

l themuneffetual.For astrueth is truth where- 
| ſoever we finde ito good cealerh not to be 
goodin whomſoever it refideth. Jt the ſub- 

jett ſhall alter che very nature of a quality, 
[| then the mi/placing of a vertue will prove 
[| its loſſe,& deftrud:0n; vertue ſhall degene- 
| rate into viceand {o two oppofites may not 
| onely agree, but grow into an inſeparable 
| #nion,and be entirely one. The Scripture is 
ſo farre from — downe morall prepara- 
tions, that it preſleth particulars of that 
kinde,vwhichGod hath o accepted tharup- 

on their right imployment he hath: gract- 
euſlypleas'd to infrſea more ample: mea- 

{ure of holineſle,a further meanes of (alva- 
tion. T he Eunuch inthe Acts was well af- 
fected to gore any in undertaking folong 

a journey as from Ethiopia to Jeruſalem. 
fordevotion ſake; The Lord regiſters his 

, religiouiteps,and the Spirit iconvajes: Phi- 
lip rahis Chariot:togivehim better tnſtry- 

ion. {ornelius wasa jult:man;and-which 
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was ſirange in a Captaine ,- made up of 


almes,,and good works, he was one that 
fear'd God,and this was the utmoſt period 
of his explicit Creed before he met with S.. 
Peter for ought appeares in the text. The 


Lordtakesnotice ofthis devout difpoſiti- 


on,and in a viſion directs him how toſend 
tor Peter to be inform'd inthe Knowledge 
of the Goſpell. The Ancients then who 


hoped well ofworall honeſt mes are not too- 


uncharitably to be cenlurd, forzas they urge, 
though Godtyes #5 to the ordinary. means, 
yet he hath-not tyed himſelfe. 'Evyu{a, or 
& quiagingennity of nature xand ather moral 
excellencies are not oppofite, but ſubordinate 
to grace: Grace deſtroyes not, nor aboliſh- 
eth thembut heales,and pertects them. The 
Wiſemen defir'd to improve'their piery., and 
God ſublimates it. ,, ſending his ſtarre/as a 
Harbinger to draw them'cloſer to. him , & 
that outof the Eaſt, which is the place of 


the tarre's fiſt appearing. Where he wbich 
rue King of the Jewes ? We haye jeen bu 
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S. Auſten, 


The E4fh, as it followes in the Evange- 
liſt, was the place of the Starres fir8} ap- 
pear ing, that where ſipne abounded grace 
might ſuperabound. There Sorcerers, and 
Praciſers of helliſh Arts ſerv d Satan, and 
thence ſhin'd a fpiritwall light to chaſe a- 
way darke ignorance, and ſpirituall wic- 
kednefſe. In luminetwo videbunt lumen. Jn 


_ thy light they ſhall ſee light ſaith David, 


(i ) In Chriſto tuo videbunt gratiam. In the 
Lords Chrif, or Gods 4noynted they ſhall 
apprehend grace to be made partakers of / 
the inheritance of the Saints in Lighr,who 
hath taken them our of the Kingdome of 
darknefſe, and tranſlated them itito the 
Kingdome of his deare So#ne. So true is 
that of Eſay, the people of the Gemrils, 
which ſatein darkneſle ſaw a great light, 
and light isriſen tothem, which dwell in 
theregionof the ſhadow of death. 


And indeed net without good ground, 
tid thisnew ſtarre appeare inthar partof 
the world wherethe Sunne riſeth, fy 


Hhnce it 
Was 
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was to declare, the new. riſging ;of the 
Sunne of righteouſneſſe, which colightens 
everyonethat comes into the worly, Be- 
lides, fror-whence ſhayld gur faith haye 
its beginning, but from thence where the 
Suns: hath its firlt riſing, faith giving light 
tothe ſoule; 2s the Synyeto the body. Bon- 
adventure holds it fit jn congruity,, that 
fromthe Eaſt man ſhould firſt be raught ro 
worſhip God, ſince in the EaifF he had firſt 
offended him.. 'Tis no vaine conceiptthar 
our Saviour was pleasd to be crucified 
with his back towards the Eaſt, to inti- 
mate he had caſt-behiwd him,and quite for- 
call ſinne,. whoſe firſt footing was in 
the Eaſt. Salwerons opinion. concurring 
with the Centwriſts may ſeem: probable 
that becauſecheſe Firſt fruits. of the Gen- 
tifs came from the Eaſt ,. well. order'd 
Chriſtians in a commendable conformity 
to the primitive times, daeuletopregy with 
their faces that way as profeſsing how in 
the perfons qttheſe Wiſk-wenthey- receav d 
the rudimenes, and. Privciples of _ - 
i3i9 cefe 
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S. Auſten, 


The E4ſh as it followes in the Evange- 
liſt, was the place of the Starres fri} ap- 
pearing. that where ſinne abounded grace 
might {uperabound. There Sorcerers, and 
Praciſers of helliſh Arts ſerv d Satan, and 
thence ſhin'd a fpiritwall lightto chaſe a- 
way darke ignorance, and ſpirituall wic- 
kedneſle. In lumine tuo videbunt lumen. Jn 
thy light they ſhall ſee light ſaith David; 
(i) In Chriſto tuo videbunt gratiam. In the 
Lords Chrift, or Gods Anoynted they ſhall 
apprehend grace to be made partakers of 
the inheritance of the Saints in Light,vwho 
hath taken them our of the Kingdome of 
darkneſſe, and tranſlated them itito the 
Kingdome of his deare So#xe. So true is 
that of Eſay, the people of the Gentills, 
which ſatein darknefle ſaw a great light, 
and lighr isriſen tothem, which dwell in 
theregionof the ſhadow of death. 


And indeed not without good ground, 
did thisnew ftarre appetre inthar part of 
the world wherethe Sunne Fiſeth, Tack it 


was 


Langton * 


near 


was to declare, the new rilging of the 
Sunne of righteouſneſſe, which calightens 
every onethat comes into the world, Be- 
{ides, ftrom-whence ſhayld gur Fzith have 
its beginning, but from thence where the 
Sunse hath its fir{t riſing, faith giving light 
tothe ſoule; 2s the Synueto the body. Boy- 
adventure holds it fit jn, congruity , that 
from the Eaſ# man ſhould firſt be taught ro 
worſhip God, ſince in the EafF he had firſt 
offended him.. 'Tis no vaine conceiptthar 
our Saviour Was pleasd to be crucified 
with his back towards the Eaſt, to inti- 
mate he had caſt behind him, and quite for- 
got all ſinne,. whoſe firſt footing was in 
the Eaſt. Salweron's opinion. conaquring 
with the Centuriſts may ſeem probable 
that becauletheſe Firſt fruits. of the Gen- 
tils came from the Eaft ,. well. order'd 
Chriſtians in a commendable conformity 
to the primitive times, daculetopray with 
their faces that ways as profeſsing how in 
the perfons qt theſe Wiſk-wenthey- receav d 
the rudiemens, and. Principles of ane - 
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- for whatenc the Wiſe-men pre- 
Celvesto Chriſt athis firkt com- 

ing in tÞc Aeſh» and that's ſpecified in the 

Joſe of the verie, :© was LO Performe che 


iow At .Of > Joration, We av ſeen 
) his ſtarre in the Eaſt » and arc 


come to worfbip him- 
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either to crucify him, or to entrap him in 
his ſpeechto ſee his miracles, or robe fed 


with his loaves, and fiſhes. Theſe took by- 


paths, and wrong waies tocome to Chriſt. 


The perſons in the Text ſought viamin via, 
_ the Lord oftrwhin the true way; they ap- 
prehended Chriſi, not only as. the way to 
life, but as the way, and the life, which 
made them fall downe, and wor/hip him. 
Whegreinthev acknowledged the: Sonne of 
Maryto be the King of Eternity, adoration 
being the homage due tothe God of hea- 
yen. But is it norſtrange that the circum- 
ciſed ſhould deny him, who. was borne 
 Kinginthe midſt of them, and yetthe w- 
circumciſed, aliens to the Covenant, confeſle 
his ſoveraigne power in leruſalem, the Mg- 
zropolts, and Royall ſeat of the circumciſi- 
on?*Tis an Axiomin Philoſophy Quod ſen- 
fibile pofitum ſupra Senſorium non facit ſen[a- 
tionems, thatan object too neexe applied to 

its proper Organ, makes the {enſeilooſe its 

apprehenſion. As, 2 hand laid. too cloſe 
upon the eye Fanechediſcrrmd, a5l may 
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at a diftance. Much after this manner it 


befell the Jewes. Chrift being fo neere to 
them,thathe lineally deſcended fromthar 
Nation,chey negletted a right application 
of him, and became ſo blind in the fight of 
him, who'was the light of the world, that 
they cold not ſee the glory of his power, 
andthe frait of his coming, whereas this 
bright ftarre of righreouſneſſe ſhin'd clearly 
m the region -of darkneſle, They, 'who 
dvwealed farreoff weere 'carefull-to follow 
the lightof reaſon, and conſcience, to im- 
prove, and makethe beſtuſc of prudential 
motives. And here''I mriftrake lexve to 
vary from Catvitss expoftcions the clarrent 
of Amiquity being agamit it. He would 
etheWorſhipinthis place tender'd, not 


877; Orat. 9. to hean act of RehBpronybut Ciyilrt LY. 


5s. Augult. 
Ser, 29. ac 
Temp. 


Wedenry not that me: vwocn promiſcu- 
*oully gnifres civill, and divinereverence, 
yet the Holy Ghoſt cortimotily ufetÞiic for 
2relighw'profittation of the body in the 
aBt of adoration. Cornelius his devour man- 
ner 
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ner of worſhipping S. Petey, in the tenth 
of the' Aets' is exprefſed by mezrium. 
'Fhe worſhip, which thefoureand rwen- 
ty Elders yeeld to Godinthe 19. of the Re- 
vel. isrender d by 2£50w:m and our Savi- 
ourapplies it to SatanS. Math, 4. -:--+o»- 
wou:s,thou' ſhalt worſhip the Lord cliy 
God.” And'inthe fame" religious ſenſe, the 
word muſt be underſtood in my text, 0- 


% 


cherwiſethe Wife m##had been ridiculous 


* | "v7 Pp [i Th . 
in uridertaking fuch 2 redfous journey, if 
the end'of their comitio were to worthi p 


a temporall Prince , who being newly 
borne+could* neither 'take notice of their 
homage, ner utidetftand the honour was 

elented to him. Herod might well be of- 
ferided with this action, 'becaufe they 
wene about to ſerup another King within 
his Territories. Their countreymen at 
home mightſuſpe&t them of ſediriouspra- 
Riſes, as if they mean'd to bring inz for- 
raigne Rder, Wherefore may fafely con- 
clude thar the meannefle of { hriſts birth 
would have diminiſhed his glory even in 
E 2 the 


(28) 
the judgement of thole WW iſe meno-if they 
had not beleeved that He,whom they ſaw 


in the manger was,1pſe 1lle that bare rule 
in heaven. 


The Ubiquitaries in declining an irreli-. 
gious neglect havefallentoexceſle of piety 
by exhibiting divipe worthip .co the hwu-: 


he Schoole 1s hereja or-- 
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ry is that whereunto we goe, his humani” 
. ty is thaxg whereby ve goe; at non. alterin, 
Pawulinus A- * 68 . - 
ualicns:con;ſ149, Alter in notre, yethe is not anpther in 
kehcem }.1, | 


reicem?-'* that Which is his, and another-in that 
par. whichis ours, ſed torus in ſuo, 7 totus in no- 


ſro, 
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fro, idim, ray But: whole 'in'thae 
which": is'his.owne;; and whole in thar'is 
OUTS, .andrhefame in baths. Henge it. 6that Concil.Con. 
wedoe nor. terminate aut, adgratipn-in, cis 2200! 
ther nature a, part, and-ſeverally, bur __—— 
worſhip with oze adoration the God- bead © 
with: the'-Mgn-hoog. inthe perſon gf the 


Word. Dameſign, [peaks it Ot, coeo(r, Damaſl 3. 
faith he, 5 Th: -Xpic-'s.; T0 Cvren@eoreper. | for. 2: .Fid.c,$. 


mn, 


| beareto pur uecheſe ſpeculative litigations, 


being defirqusratherto flive my;lelfethen 
ro 1af pat, . Give meleavethen to ſumme 
up: all wich that. which: may excite de- 
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Quad fecit Magus 1408 es Chrilticnus? 
The alterne. Sagas travel. tarre ih;the 


extremity) af winter £6: preſent; -folemne 


'worthip.tg ous Lordjand Saviour, where 


are they that-willſ{carce ſtep out of doores 

to God's publique wotſhip ;», when; the 
burch.Qands hard by,' 1H: perchanesshae 

fl a feyy.drops ofraine to-wet.theif dreſſe, 


orto > 4/caivr their. ſhooes ?.; Theſe. in the 
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rexthad butthe irradiationet oneftirre For 
a'Comvoy toChriff ; we have'a (Conftelation 

efrmany ftarres,andfome ofthe firſt May- 
-. i ude: ſhining cleerely' i this Horizoy. 
Eminenc;an& powerfull Preachers of the 
Goſpel, thoſe great 'Lights of rhe Church 
hivealoneximetonveyd 4bright lluftca- 
tion. upon'this: Goſhen! 7 this our land of 
lighr,and ſhall we come ſhort of the' dar- 
keſd rimes in the /»ſtreof religion? What a 
| ſhame is ivthattheyfhouldbetnore devour 
before the Manger irrthe ſtate of Chrift's 
humiliation then wee ate. before the Altar 
now he is in the height of his Exatation! 
All the poſtures of their bodies, and ſoules 
were awfully affeted to ChriſPs infinite 
gentleneſſe,& goodneſſe,even then , when 
he'made- a Stable the Chamber of his Pre- 
fence: And therefore tis tobe fear'd, if 


J 


welcavenotof our prophane careleſneſle, 


thacthe men of the Eff wil riſe up in 
Judgementiagainſt the Men of the Wei#(i) 
againſt many inour-daies , who preſent 
'chemſelves in the Comrts of the Lord at 
14.33 | Yo. _ rimes 
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_ times of divine ſervice in ambulatory motie 

ons,irreverent deportments, Taine Com- 
munications,as if they madelicle or no dif- 
terence betwixt the Exchange , and the 
Church the common Taverne, and the (a+ 
cred Tabernacle. 


OI 


But let us-whoacknowledge (hriſt our 
Leige Prince, and Soveraigne , like good 
\ubjets.humbly ſcek,& come to this God 
Incarnatesfalling down at the Manger, and ' 
atthe lap of the Virgin, where this bleſled 
Childelyeth (*ris Luthers zealous exhorta- 
tion on the Galath.) and there behold him 
given tousborne for us;ſucking, growing 
dyingorifingagaine, aſcending above the 
heavens that he may atlengch bring us thi- 
ther, where we ſhall ſee himfacetoface, 
which we beſeech himco grant us for his 
mercies,and merits ſake. AMEN. 


